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TOOL BOX TALK 
Let’s Talk About the Parking Lot 

 
Remember when you were learning to drive? A deserted parking lot was a great place to practice with 
plenty of space to practice turning and shifting gears. But during business hours the employee parking 
lot at HMI can be a tricky place.  On the street motorists, stay in the road, pedestrians on the sidewalk, 
with clear rules keeping them apart. In a parking lot there is no barrier between motorist and pedestrian. 
Both hurry to get to and from their cars and into and out of the parking lot. Being off the road, people 
sometimes have a false sense of security that can lead to tragedy. 
 
Everyone who uses a parking lot is both a pedestrian and a driver. Let's talk about you as a driver first. 
Use signals when you enter the parking lot, and SLOW DOWN. It's never safe to go more than 5 miles per 
hour in a parking lot because people and cars could move in front of you at any time. Give yourself plenty of 
time to stop unexpectedly. Make extra allowances for wet surfaces.  
 
Leave plenty of room between you and other vehicles. Resist the impulse to get to work a little earlier 
by beating someone else to a hotly contested parking spot or by charging into a space you can't see 
completely. A person could be getting out of the car next to where you park. By the same token, before 
opening your door, make sure someone is not pulling into the space next to you. 
 
When leaving your parking space, check the rear-v iew mirror and look around carefully before backing 
out. There are usually many pedestrians in the lot at this time. Know your blind spots and never take chances 
with them. Drive only in the aisles between parked vehicles. Taking a shortcut across the aisles is an 
invitation to disaster. 
 
If you must enter or leave a parking lot when the sun is low, be extra careful. Glare from the sun in your face 
or in the rear-view mirror makes it difficult for you (and pedestrians) to see in front and behind. 
 
As a pedestrian, you can increase your safety by moving in a predictable manner.  When possible 
walk on the left, facing oncoming traffic. Be alert for cars pulling out of parking spaces. Assume the 
driver does not see you until the driver signals that you are seen. If it's dark, carry a flashlight or wear or carry 
something white. Be especially careful when the sun is low in the sky. 
 
Safety means keeping your mind on what you're doing. Most of us tend to have our minds elsewhere 
when we're in a parking lot. We're thinking about getting to work on time or going home and relaxing. When 
we enter a parking lot either as pedestrians or as motorists, we need to make a conscious effort to keep 
our minds on what's in front of us and behind and to the side. 

Reminder: 

HMI Facility Team Members please remember to do you part and reduce workplace wastefulness by 
using all products completely before getting new items from the toolroom such as grinder wheels, 
cut off wheels, face shields, welding rods, rubber gloves and tapes.  

As employee owner’s, we need to constantly look at ways to reduce waste and streamline our 
processes so that we continue to be profitable.  Which in turn will increase the value of our shares 
and will generate more revenue for OUR RETIREMENT! 

Safety is not automatic, think about it.  


