
                       
 

  

 

TOOL BOX TALK 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 

Has it ever occurred to you that your work clothes may cause you to be injured? Improper use of or not 

wearing PPE is the leading cause of incidents at HMI facilities. The fact is that the work clothes you 

wear to the job can affect your safety.  A simple example is the length of your pants.  If they are too 

long you can easily catch your heal in them coming down a ladder or trip yourself while backing up, or 

catch them while going down stairs. Chains, earrings, rings can get caught on things or become a 

electrical path that can create injuries.  Jewelry is a hazard in our dangerous work environment.   
 
Once a shift starts all employees in any area of operation as well as in the fenced in portions of the 

Company’s property shall wear Level D protection at a minimum: 

 
Level D protection consists of:  

 

▪ Coveralls or standard work clothing:  

 

• Full length pants without holes or frayed edges (Jeans, Coveralls made of blended woven 

cotton or appropriate material for work performed) no rayon, lycra, or that type of material.  

Work Pants must fit properly and be worn around the waist and not sagging down. 

 

• Shirts should be same material with no holes and a minimal 4” sleeve (no sleeveless or tank 

tops).  

 

• Safety Toed Shoe (ASTM f2413) should be a boot with a 6” to 9” throat from the heel up 

to cover ankle for workers to prevent ankle twist and cuts.  Note: Safety Shoes must be in 

good condition and the proper size for your feet. 

 

• Gloves appropriate for work (if material handling). Hands are the #1 injured body part here! 

 

• Hard hat (ANSI Z89.1 generally type 1 class E, C, or G depending on work performed).  

 

• Safety Glasses (ANSI Z87.1) goggles (if liquid splash hazard); face shield (polycarbonate 

for pressure washing, grinding, blasting);  

 

• Hearing protection such as ear plugs or ear muffs (if noise levels are more than 85 

dBA). 

 
 

If in Doubt - Be Safe not Sorry - Wear Your PPE 
 

 

 


