
HMI kIcked off 2021 
with a proactive and re-
newed commitment to 
the safety of our person-
nel and of the environ-
ment. Behind the scenes 
in recent months, HSE 
(Health, Safety and 
Environmental) team 
members have been 
engaged in a collabora-
tive effort with repre-
sentatives from Signal 
(our Workers Compen-
sation insurance provid-
er), Human Resources, 
and HMI executives to 
review and refine prac-
tices, policies and data 

reporting within the Safety function.  You will notice a higher visibility of HSE team members within 
work areas and a more active advocacy of safety-related practices by supervisory personnel. These 
are all positive changes designed to protect our workforce, our most valuable investment; and the 
marine environment, our precious and irreplaceable resource.  
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HMI Employee Appreciation Day ~ March 3, 2021

ASC Raffle Winners!
Manuel Flores Acuna

Sebastian Sealey
Victor Koch Jr.
Hector Flores

Olman Talavera

GMR Raffle Winners!
Peter Kludt 

Victor Rodriguez 
Paul Rohn 

Jesus Cobas 
Kevin Ortiz 

Frankie Velez
Tommy Vu 

 
PSI Raffle Winner!

Jorge Carrasquillo Rodriguez 
 

UES Winner!
Steven Houseman

GMR recently completed a major overhaul on the shipyard’s tug Dixie Rebel.  
The tug was built in 1965 at McDermott Shipbuilding in Morgantown, Louisiana.  
She and her sister, the Dixie Trooper, were built for Dixie Carriers, Inc. This tug 
came to GMR in 2012 when we purchased it from Kirby Corp., one of our biggest 
customers.  At 60’ length x 20’ beam, with a pair of 6V Detroit Diesel engines, 
she is GMR’s largest and most powerful tug.  Last fall the tug underwent an 

inspection by the US Coast Guard.  We knew we had some problems when the tug sprang a leak 
while the USCG was doing the inspection.  It turned out there was a  lot of work needing to be done 
on the Dixie’s hull; at the bow, in the engine room and replacing most of the lower hull plating back 
in the stern.  The propeller shafts and shaft bearings also needed to be replaced.  

Thanks to the ironworkers, led by 
Bill LaFountain, Jeremy Avila and 
his team in the machine shop and 
the ASC blast/paint crew, the Dixie 
Rebel is now in excellent shape 
once more.  She was undocked 
from the FM Hendry drydock on 
March 15 and returned to regular 
yard service the following week.   
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