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TOOL BOX TALK 

Safety Awareness 
Safety Awareness is like almost everything else we do at HMI. . . it is learned, not instinctive. We 
aren’t born with awareness for safety concerns . . . in fact anyone who has a young toddler or 
grandchild knows this first hand as they see them going around doing unsafe things constantly. 

We learn through various means. Some learn by doing, others by watching, some by reading. 
Others learn from their mistakes or the mistakes of others which is one reason we post and talk 
about near misses and lessons learned. 

So how do you know you've developed good safety awareness? Here are some good examples of 
behaviors that suggest you have good safety awareness: 

• Before you begin a job, you consider how to do it more safely 
• You make sure you know how and when to use personal protective equipment 
• As you work, you check your position to reduce strain on your body 
• While you are working, you become aware of any changes in the area - people coming or 

going, jobs beginning or ending 
• You start talking with others about safety 

Monitor yourself today and see if you've got good safety awareness. If you don't, one of the best 
ways to gain further awareness is to step back and take a hard look at your or a coworker’s actions 
as they are performing a job. Watch for risky actions. You will learn and if you're watching a 
coworker . . . share those observations with them to help them go home safely each and every 
day. 

May is National Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month 

When spring is in the air, motorcycles are everywhere. Do you long for the freedom that comes with 
riding on the open road? Then it's critical to respect your machine and improve your skills throughout 
your lifetime.  But that's only half the story. Motorists interested only in four-wheeled vehicles still 
have a major responsibility in keeping motorcyclists safe on the road. 

In recognition of National Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month in May, the National Safety Council 
reminds riders – and drivers – to do their part. 

• Double-check traffic at intersections before you turn or pull out. 
• Always check your blind spots before changing lanes. 
• Treat motorcyclists with the same respect you give other motorists. 
• Leave at least a four-second distance between your car and a motorcycle in front of you. Note 

when a motorcycle passes a point in the road. 
• Don’t drive distracted! Distracted driving is anything that takes your attention away from the 

primary task of driving. 

Look Twice, Save a Life! 

https://one.nhtsa.gov/planners/ShareTheRoad2009/index.cfm
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